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One of the most crippling sayings of our time is this, “Always preach the gospel. When 

necessary, use words.” (This quote is regularly attributed to Francis of Assisi, though 

there are actually no records that he said this.)

 

For this to be a mantra for many in our age, is nothing short of disturbing because it 

goes completely against the Word of God. Romans 10 :14  (NIV) says, “How, then, can 

they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 

whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 

them?" Being nice to someone doesn’t bring conviction to them or explain the way to 

salvation. We must use our words to share the Gospel.

 

However the reality is, according to Dr. Ryan Kozey, less than 5% of Christians have 

ever led someone to the Lord, and according to Clayton Church of Christ, less than 25% 

of Australian Christians share their faith regularly. If this is the case, then we must ask 

why, and we must ask how we can see an increase in evangelism to a world that 

desperately needs Jesus.
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First, let’s deal with fear.

 

In Week 3, we shared the concept of anguish that leads to action. Allow us to expand.

“After more than 10 years in ministry, we have found this, the two main 
reasons people do not share their faith is fear and not knowing how.”

One of our team members hates snakes. He has a serious phobia of them. His common 

reaction to seeing a snake is to freeze up, or to run away. The other day, he was 

convinced he saw a snake in his backyard. Like we said, he HATES snakes but he LOVES 

his kids, and his kids play in his backyard. Upon seeing this snake, he quickly pulled on his 

boots, grabbed a shovel and stomped through his yard looking for this snake.

 

He overcame fear by allowing love to be his driving force.



 

 

When our anguish or our compassion or our love, is greater than our fear, it leads to action. 

 

People who don’t share their faith, often don’t because their fear of people’s opinions is greater 

than their love of the very same people. We need to move beyond fear towards action, but this is 

only possible when we allow God’s love for the lost to fill  us to overflowing and to become 

greater than our fear of people’s opinions of us.

 

We will  overcome fear once we have increased the level of love we have for others. The question  

is, how do we actually share our Father’s love, once the opportunity arises??

 

There is no formulaic answer, but there are 6  tools and tips that can help.

 

1. Don’t say 'no' for others

For whatever reason, we often assume others don’t want to hear what we have to say. Yet the 

word of God says, eternity is written on the hearts of all  people (Ecclesiastes 3 :11).

 

People are hungry and thirsty for God, but they need you to tell them. Don’t assume they don’t 

want to hear the Gospel, assume they do!

 

We were presently surprised when we tested this reality out in Melbourne. We asked around six 

people what Jesus meant to them. We thought we would get very negative responses. Instead, 

three of the six we asked gave overwhelmingly positive responses, one engaged in further 

conversation, one attended a local outreach service for the first time, and one received Jesus as 

their Lord on the pavement! People are hungrier than we often realize.

 



 

2.  Highlight the love of God

When you begin to share your faith, stress the love of God. John 3 :16  says that "God so 

LOVED the world, that He gave His one and only Son." The media often paints God as 

judgmental, and His followers as hypocritical. Yes, God will  judge the earth one day, but at 

present it is His love that He is clearly wanting to have on display, hence His sending of 

Jesus. When you share Jesus to others stress how much He loves them.

 

3.  Share a Living Jesus, not a Formula

It can be easy to get into a routine when sharing the gospel is like presenting a formula 

instead of a living person, Jesus Christ. When you share Jesus, ask Jesus how He would 

like to be presented. Share a God that can be prayed to, a God that listens, a God that 

cares, not a 12-step program or a heavenly vending machine.

 

4.  Keep it Simple

The Gospel is simple at its core. God made the earth perfect. The devil and humans broke it 

by going their own way. This “own way” when in opposition to God’s, is called sin. Jesus 

came to take the penalty of this sin, which is death. He did this by dying on the cross and 

rising again. If you believe in Him and choose to follow Him as your Lord, you will  have 

eternal l ife and can walk with God in this life and in eternity. 

 

Don’t overthink the simple Gospel, don’t over complicate it.

 

5.  Trust God’s Activity

Trust that God is at work. He is building the church. He is drawing people to Himself. He is 

the Lord of the Harvest. You don’t have to convince or coerce. Trust Him with the outcome 

of your obedience as you share Jesus with others.

 

 

6.  Listen to Others and put them First

People know when you are trying to “convert them” and don’t care about them as a person. 

Listen to others, hear their story and put them first. There is a saying, “People don’t care 

what you know until they know that you care.”
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Here are the 
3 activations 
for this week

 

One of our team recently found that his dog’s drinking bowl was 

getting a little dirty. Not one to want to run his dog’s bowl 

through the dishwasher (thankfully!),  our team member moved 

his dog’s bowl from under cover to out into the open, just 

before a big rain storm. Time in the presence of God can be 

likened to the length of time one leaves such a bowl out during 

a time of heavy rain. The longer this bowl was left out, the 

cleaner it became as it was filled to overflowing with water and 

all the muck was removed by the fill ing of water. Time with God 

has a similar effect. The longer one stays in His presence, the 

more fear is washed out, replaced with the living waters of 

God’s perfect love. Not only will  you become free from fear, but 

you will  begin to overflow clean, refreshing, l iving water.

 

Are you ready to have fear washed out of your life and 

replaced with love?  

 

Spend some time in prayer. Put aside time to simply stay in His 

presence. Ask God to remove any fear by replacing it with His 

love. Meditate on how much He loves you and how much he 

therefore loves others.

 

A great passage to meditate on is the woman at the well in John 

4 :1-42 .  Jesus comes to you in your brokenness and gives you 

living water that you get to share with others!

 

 

ACTIVATION 1: ASK GOD TO TAKE AWAY 
ANY FEAR BY REPLACING IT WITH HIS LOVE
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Ben Fitzgerald of Awakening Europe says, “We won’t all  lead 

someone to Jesus every day, but we can plant a seed every day.”

 

As you go about your day today, ask the Lord to show you 

someone to share Jesus with. If you don’t feel a “prompting” 

don’t worry. Daz Chettle of Global Gospel Movement says, “I 

don’t wait for a divine appointment, I  am a divine appointment.” 

His point being this, you may be the only Christian someone talks 

to today. You are their divine appointment.

 

Practically, this can look like this. As you're paying for your 

petrol, groceries, or morning coffee, ask your server, “How long 

have you worked here?” Then encourage them, “You are so good 

at your job, thanks for looking after me. I  want to encourage you, 

God loves you so much and what you do and more importantly, 

who you are, matters to Him. Thank you.” Then wait and see if the 

Lord breathes on the conversation for it to go deeper. I if not, at 

the very least you will  have made their day and planted a big 

seed for the Kingdom of God in their heart. 

 

Are you ready to be used by God?

 

Today, make a commitment to share the love of Jesus with at 

least one person. It’s as simple as, “Can I encourage you today? 

God loves you so much and so values you.” You could also wait 

for someone to share a need and then ask if you can pray for 

that need. For example,  “I  have a bad headache today”, can be 

followed by you asking, “Can I pray for you?” and then praying for 

them.

 

You could also take some time to ask someone more about their 

l ife and then share about your life and what His life means to 

yours.

 

Whatever this looks like, go for it today! It’s not a formula, and 

you don’t have to “lead them to the Lord” every time, but you can 

plant a seed.

ACTIVATION 2: SHARE THE LOVE OF THE 
FATHER WITH SOMEONE TODAY 
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ACTIVATION 3: SIGN UP TO SOME 
EVANGELISM TRAINING

It is often amazing how often we hear complaints about how 

much a training from a Christian organization costs, or how 

much time it takes for a church service to be over. Yet, 

people rarely complain about paying to be trained in their 

other passions and don't get upset when a good movie or 

meal goes for over an hour and a half. 

 

Many Christians are happy to spend time, energy and money 

upskilling around finance, employment, or their hobbies. 

What could it look like to be upskilled as an evangelist?

 

Are you ready to go deeper as an evangelist?

Here are some websites we recommend you look into.

 

www.schooloffire.com

www.billygrahamonlinetraining.org/soe/

www.yourawakening.tv 

www.godrevolution.com.au

 

 

 



19 Pray for all fear to leave 
you and for the love of 
Our Father to flood your 
heart.

Pray for opportunities to 
share our Father’s love

21 Pray for your lost friends and 
relatives by name.

\

22 Pray for many to be equipped with 
tools for sharing the gospel.
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27 March 2019
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23 Pray for local and global 
evangelists that to see the 
lost found in your city or 
abroad.

25

Pray for local and global 
evangelists who are working 
to see the lost found in your 
city or abroad.

\

28 March 2019

29 March 2019

30 March 2019
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Pray for those you share Jesus 
with to make decisions to follow 
Jesus. Pray for fruit from the 
seeds you are planting.




